
That show sensation 




Hello again, subscriher-tvpes. I 
would Welcome you to Backstage 
with a checr>' 'hello* and a smile 
bul, to be honest. I'm knackered. 
It's ihe Fuiiire Entertainment Show you see - 
alter bring mi si.igr for live days, and coming 
kick lo tlir lasl issue's deadline havoc, I'm all 
nickered out - and haven'l been right since. 
I'd certainly like to thank everyone who 
came and saw us ,11 Kails Conn ami made Tin- 
AmigB Theatre such a success. The Amiga 
stage was fating the hack of the hall, 
s.kiitlwii lied between I he towdv console mob 
anil I he s;ii Ulo l'< '■ lot, i>h" spent ill! live davs 
playing Dmm II. 

Ncietihelrss, ihe Amiga presentations 
prosed very popular - especially the games 
slots and the am&ting Lightwave tutorial bv 
Andy Bishop ol I'rcuuci Vision. 

Will I liiaii.-. a dedicated Amiga 

siand .Kid scveial i "i 11] 1.1 11 its selling Amiga 
prodm is. I don't dunk the Amiga fraternity 
came oil too badly, In a -how destined to be 

doniinaled by consoles and PCs. 

' luce aya in Ami);. i "it nets made up about 
:ld'S' of die nil, IIOil attendance, proving jus! 
how loyal Mill lot ,ne. ( IrnaiiiK mil helped 
make die slum a mi. i ess and sn vou've pi cm 
much ensuied dial the FES will happen again 
(hopefully btggci and lietter) in 95. 

And now Tor some of vour letters... 



DEAR BACKSTAGE, 

When is \imgit I'urmitl il'il \ang,i htmiiit: W Inn 
it's either PC. I'mmut, Mm I'imnitl or Amiga 
^Imfi/ii-i And !'■■. something i c-rtainly i "i ki (I 
up BIG. Well someone - bul hey, it's only the 
Amiga and more to Ihe point, Amigallolics, 
only real addicts would stick with a completely 
irxfilein'i tl,j,-t':l) company- or ex-one. Il 
couldn't even die proper Iv - jusl ,i slow draw li- 
on I slither "I decay. Even with a manageiiieiil 
buy-out. 

Am 1 missing something or were these 
people not in charge in the L1K before, so 
whai c h.uiges will ixctu? 

Anyway. before this verbal diarrhoea 
iK'tiimes a cholera epidemic iurgh -S/l, why 
tlitl we get the little booklet on modems and 
the Net (phis A12IMJ and CD-ROM} as well as 
issue /ei" ol .nils' Vnd whai happened lo dial 
new .dj-loimat I 'llmate mag preview - must 
have been so hot il evaporated! 

Mark Saunders, Poulton 

Well. I itim 'I haw a due what the first pari of your 
lellei li tllnntl. However, tour comments about Ihe 
UK arm <<f fjimmmhire are ilefintters 1111/1111 
( jimmadore mit a US-owned and run tompam: 
luiljia /Wlrl del Hums (iiHJi a\ irlrming Mir 
uiiii,-i\/n; ,.il mid ilriiiledh unwanted AntHli uiir 
mmlr .-ntirrls in Ihe US. And il is the t 'S whiih it 
dim tlx Ui hlmiie for Ihe mnssive limes that Ihe 
tampans incurred. 

All llir while Ihnl Cum outdare hit/- Ruling 
dawn the lubes, the UK amnion mat the only one 
making any money worth talking aboul - due, in 
pari. In ihe effort* of David Pleasanre and Colin 
I'rtiudpml - ihe melt who {whether sou like it m natl 
will be taking the Amiga range into the next 
OtlttttJ. ProOath. 



'/'Ac Ultimate Future (iames \uppleinenl 
seems to haz<e nrvstrnousls grille missing from 
subscribers copies. Still. Ihe mug mils cats 'ftp - 

DEAR BACKSTAGE, 

My November issue dropped through the 
letterbox this morning and I eagerly turned 10 
the PagrStream J. review to sec if the 
magazine's view of the program concurred 
with mine and I found thai it btoadlv did. 
with die exception ol the 1 lashes. Soil l.ogik 
need a very good kick over the release "I this 
program and if I had paid lull price lot it. 
lather than ail upgrade. 1 would feel very 
aggrieved indeed and would In- demanding 
my money back under die Sale I II ( ioods Ai 1. 
My version 2.2 Stay* on the hard drive for the 
moment! A Tl per rent score was about right. 

I'll fortunately. Amiga Format have 
committed the same sin M Soil l.ogik in 
.lltactung \rn\ihlr I, nit I" ihe git/uie nun, I 

would not even give this disk Tl |wt cent 




AMIQA Subscribers' video offer 



CREDIT CARD 

HOTLINE 0225 822511 



Buy any two Amiga Format videos 
for only £19.95 and any additional 
ones for just £9.99 each! 

(Including postage and picking) 




Take advantage of our exclusive to- subscribers offer of two videos for tf 
special price of £19.95 ( normal price £29.98). Additional videos cost just 
£9.99 each. Check out our range of Amiga Format videos in this month's 
issue, then send In the coupon you'll find over the page. 



COMPETITION TIME 

A couple of Backstages ago I asked you to do 

1) Render me a nice picture of the Amiga 
Format office. 

2) Answer what I (mistakenly) thought was a 
quite ludicrously simple question about 
Sensible Software. 

The only person who even vaguely fulfilled 
part 1) is Peer llsae of Denmark. His picture of 
a desk (which is a dam sight neater than 
mine, by the way) is enough to win him £450 
worth of Lightwave 3D. So if you're thinking 
to yourself 'I could have done better than 
that' you can just kick yourself for being so 
lazy and not doing any better. Well done 
Peer. Enjoy Lightwave. 

Secondly, I wanted the name of Sensible 
Software's first Amiga game. And no-one got 



Wirbalt and it certainly wasn't Parallax (a C64 
game if I'm not mistaken). No, it was 3D 
International Tennis. So now you know! 

Well, I've still got a whole pile of games 
to give away so I guess I'd better send them 
to D Latham of Kingsley in Cheshire, who was 
wrong, but not as wildly off the mark as 
everyone else. The games are winging their 
way to you, D. 

This month I've got a brand spanking new 
copy of Digita's Won/worth 3.fSE to give 
away to a lucky, lucky subscriber. Obviously 
asking you to actually do anything difficult 
results in a dearth of entries, so I'm just 
going to ask you this: 

In 30 words or less, what's the first thing 
you'd write wrth your copy of Word worth 
3.1 SG and why would you write it? 







address you send everything else: Backstage, 
Amiga Format 30 Monmouth Street, Bath, 
Avon BA1 2BW. You've got about a month, so 
get cracking - there's £70 worth of word 
publishing package just sitting here on my 
desk waiting to be claimed! 



* because il is unusable and will be 
consigned straight to Ibe blank disk bos! I 
lined using [be disk after removing my 
memory expansion and h trashed as soon a* 
iried lo hit the ball! You should rectify the 
Iflth by giving a truly free 



i!i-k unli In 



mag. I 



■ computer press i) 



In clean up its act just as much as [be snihv.ue 
companies need lo release worthwhile 
products, otherwise the only customers you 
and they will be left with are true enthusiasts. 
TOPardy 

I'm glad ton burk h/i Marcus \ opinion of 
PageStream 3.0. In this issue there's a letter from 
V.i/i I ,tfrik i/ulkhlhin ni-.-i rrrtam aspects tiftlie 
review, bill while we admit la one or too minor 
tinite/imiii,-i. tin- Imlli nf iht •■-■ii-,i- stands, t link 
mil Marcus's reply. Sadly, I haw to agree with \mi 
rii'.-r Sensible ( lull'. Issue to fumed into r.ui'ndisk 
hell - not only did KM slap a knackered version of 
Pixel 3D Pro oh the Coverdisk lour fault) but the 
Coif demo was flawed and generally unfinished. 

I wasn 't overly impressed with it but it did run 
and I filayeii all three holes with it. HoptfUli) last 
i\sue\ disks '1 ii;er Cub mid I'm! great /.rcunll 
demo) plus this month s superb triple mhainmy 
stioulti help us regain favour with you! 

Thanks for your missives: both these guys unit a 
seleition of books from our books division (wall, 
actually it's a bloke called Rod. but 'boot: division' 
sounds better) . 



BACKSTAGE GAMES 

iMicouraipiiglv. the last couple ol tartridgi--io- 
Ainiiiii cu incisions have been superb. F'irsdv 
Aladdin, with its huge, yet fluidly moving 
sprites, captured the imagination and then 
Acclaim's quite superb Mortal Kombat tf had 
the AFoffice in raptures. And we never play 
beai-em-ups if we can help it. 

Anyway, the point I'm trying to make is 
that it's becoming increasingly obvious that 
there's a huge range of quality cartridge 
games which could, with the minimum of 
Cuss, be convened lo the .Vmisa. \ ir^in have 
already lined up Disney spin-offs The Lion 
A'iHyaiirl fungi, Hank lor conversion and let's 
hope this encouraging trend continues. 

Speculation is rife in the Amiga Format 
i it lit c about which iiim will lake the number 
one slot in the charts Utis Christmas. The 
smart money is on Sensible World Of Stirrer 
which could pick up some of the highest 
review scores in the history of Arnica panics. 
but then what about Cannon Fodder 2, 
Sensible' s oilier liu^c Yule tide ielca«er Hoth 
these have lo be joint labourites, and the ouU 
likely contender to upset the Sensible 
hanriwagon is the bloodthirsty, yet amusing 
and wondrously playable Mortal Kombat II 

Here's the current betting in the AF 
office: Evens: Sensible World Of Soccer; 2-1 
Cannon Fodder. 5-1 Mortal Kombat, 10-1 
lemmings 3/Risr Of Tlie Robots; 100-1 outsider 
Mr Blobby. *& 



SPECIAL 
SUBSCRIBERS' 
ONLY OFFER! 

TV'TEXT UPGRADES 

If you enjoyed our TV Text Coverdisk from 
October, you'll be delighted to hear that 
this month our subscriber's-only special 
offer concerns the much-improved TV'Text 
V2 upgrades. 

For full details of these packages, 
please see the upgrades pages of Amiga 
Format (p20, 21) - hurry though because 



TV*TEXT V2 UPGRADE 



TVTEXT V2 FULL PACKAGE 
Retail price: £129.99 




AMKjjiA Video offer order form 

Please send me the following two videos for Please make cheques payable to Future Publishing Li 
only £19.95 and any additional videos for just £9.99 (please tick) 

Get The Most Out Of Personal Paint AF0001 □ 

Introduction To The A1200 AF0002 I ™«"e 

Guide To A1200 Hard Drives AF0003E Address 

Upgrading Your Machine AFO004 Q 

Uusk-X Tutorial AFOO05 1 

Guide To Multimedia AFOOOSn Postcode 

AF0007C 

AFOHHO 



Beginner's Guide To Desktop Video 
Advanced Guide To Desktop Video . 
Get The Most Out Of ClariSSA 



Method of payment (pies 
Credit card no 



tick one) VISA I I ACCESS! CHEQUE I: POM 



Signature 

now send this form to Future Publishing, FREEPOST 
(BS4900), Somerton, Somerset TA11 6BR. 



Subscriber 
Superdisk 

Jason Holborn has put together another fabulous 
collection of programs for your Superdisk. 




DENVER DUCK 

If all the terhie ulililies on this nioudi's 
Subsrribi iV Sujit-rrlist are too heavy duly for 
your computing tastes then indulge yourself ii 
some pu/vlr game fun with Drniier Ihtck. 
V\ rittcn completely in AMOS Prnfrnumal. 
Denifr l>wk is a simple puzzle wliii li is piaved 
entirely with a joystick plugged into port 2. 

The basic idea is to push together the 
yellow and red diamond block* scattered 
around the screen so that they are aligned in ; 
continuous vertical or horiisontal line. Once 
this is done (which, take it from me, is no 
mean feat), you'll move on to the next (and 
mote challenging) screen. 

Plaguing your every move are a variety of 
nastv hlobs that patrol each screen - come 
into contact with one of these nasties and 
you're history! 

To make life easier, some blocks can he 
pushed by moving Denver next to them, 
pushing him into the block anil then pressing 
Fire. This little trick is quite important 

le you'll need to push the diamond 



Mi.,. I.- 



KEYS PLEASE 

If you're a programmer then you'll love this 
little Workbench accessory. AVyi /'frrwr displays 
raw key codes or 7 and 8-bit ASCII values in an 
instanl. OK. so it's nothing spectacular, hut - 
as the saying goes - the best ideas arc often 
the simplest. 

REORG 

Have you noticed thai the older a disk is 
the slower it seems lo deliver data to your 
Amiga:- Unlike humans, disks aren't aliened 
by old age. Instead, they appear to slow 
down due to fragmentation - that is. the 
i. '.hi ten is nt the cii'k hemmc m disoi unused 
thai the Amiga's disk operating system is 
forced to split hies into several chunks in 
order for them to fit on to the fragments of 
free disk space, 

RrOrga a handy utility that essenlially 
defragments the contents of any valid 
Amigol MIS devil e (floppy drives and hard 
disks) so that the files on those devices are not 
split. As with all programs that manipulate the 
floppy or hard disk, never use IMhg 
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tykay or tha ASCII v 



on a device thai has not been hacked up (even 
then, onlv work on the bark-up). Although the 
chances of something going wrong is verv 
slim, neither the author of RrOrgar Future 
Publishing will ar< epl liability if HfOt^ 
accidentally tori's ,niv of your data. You have 
been warned - back up your data lirsl. 

Warnings aside, IWhgif, a brilliantly useful 
tool. Not onlv does it speed tip the loading 
and saving ol files irom disk, but directory 





^ handling gels a considerable Imosi too as 
tin- Amiga's dirccmi-v Hack is autonianrallv 
rcoiganiscd. 1 leiiagmciuing a *(isk lessens the 
workload of your Amiga's disk drives loo 
because the disk head isn't forced to jump 
between sectors. Anyway, read the 
documentation and give it a By, 

PRTSC 

If you've bothered to examine your Amiga's 
numeric keypad iheii you may have noticed 
lhaloneof the keys (the * key) lias the label 
PrtSc printed on its front. Short for Print 
Screen, this kei is designed in provide the user 
wilh a quirk and easy method of gelling a 
1 11 inicil graph ii dump of I he ruirenl screen. 
I i 1 hum i lately, il doesn't wink. According In 
Commodore, [he PnSi i.ih.-l w.is added sitnph 
to ensure compalibililv wilh PC emulators. 

I hip is ,11 hand, however, in I lie shape nl 
PrtSc, a brilliantly simple utility that gets the 
PrtSc key working as it is should. Like most 
programs, you'll need ill least ;i Workbench 
2. ((-based Amiga. Once PrtSr is up and running 
(double-click on its icon to run il), any 
Irttuitnmbased screen can be dumped to a 
Preference-supported printer simply by 
pressing Shilt and the PrtSc key. 

FLICK 

ITitk i- ,i hai x It uiiliLv which allows vuu to view 
I'C animation lilts stored in the common .FLI 
lorinai on voiii Workbench -.0 ten greater l- 
based Amiga. ELI files are commonly 



Studio. Although Hirk can't conven these files 
In I Ik- Amiga's own AN'IM format, von can at 
least view ihein on imii Amiga wiihout having 
to use a PC. 

Using Mirk is very easy indeed. Double- 
click nil its icon and a Hie requester appeal's 
asking you to select the hie you wish to view. 
We have included a sample animation on the 
Subscribers' Superdisk in the drawer Anims 
which you can play with. 

If you don't have an AGA-based Amiga 
which can display VGA .FLI files, Rick 

,i lie, lib knocks the aiiinialion down so 

that it can be displayed in standard Amiga 
HAM formal. Once you've watched the 
animation, press Escape to quit. 

ABACKUP 

OK, so hard disk back-tip utilities are 10 a 
penny (Commodore even include one) hui 
Tew are as good as ABaikup. 

I .ike all haul disk back-up uiiliiies. 
ABarkiip's role in life is a simple one - lo 
enable you to bark up yotir hard disk to a 
scries of floppy disks. A Bar* up makes use of 
the XI'K CO i II press ion libraries to crunch data 
on to disks, therefore reducing the number of 
disks required. 

Boasting a full Workbench 2.0-compliant 
user interface, ABackup is very simple to use 
but - like all programs of this type - be sure 
thai you read all the documentation 



WBSM 

Adding the WBSlarlLip drawer lo 
Workbench was probably one of the besi 
moves dial ( jiiiniHidoic's soliuaie cugiili 
ever made - for the first time, Amiga u: 
could control what software was loaded 
dining bool up without having lo gel involved 
with the Amiga's Shell environment and 
Siai 'i up- Sequence. 

As your Amiga becomes more powerful, 
you'll probably find thai the WBSlarlup 
drawer fills faster than the AF team's beer 
glasses when it's the publisher's round. But 
bow do vein conliol whal programs .ire loaded 
and which arc ignored: Use HVf.S'M 

U'/i.SAI allows von to temporarily disable- 
any of the programs in your WBStartUp 
drawer without basing to manually transfer 
the program! to another directory. When 
loaded. UWV.I/ displays a lis! of whal programs 
a re currently in the WBStanL'p drawer. You 
can then click on anv of the programs to turn 
Ihem on or off. 

MEMON 

Have you evei wauled in know the contents of 
voiii Amiga"- hardware registers withuuL 
having in mess around wilh UvrnWi language: 
Wilh Atmon, this becomes reality. 

Mrmim provides a quick and easy method 
nl ei 1 1 4.-3 mgaiiug am hue. won I oi long woof 
memory address from die Workbench. In 
addition, ii i an also perform base 
conversation (hinaiv. decimal and hex) and it 
can also display the ASCII code for any 
character you chouse to feed it. What's more, 
it's linv too - just I3K! Doesn'i Mr-man deserve 
a place on your Workbench disk? <5 





